
 

 

November, 2019 

Dear Friend of  the Spring Lake Community House and Theatre,  

As we approach the holiday season and look ahead to 
a new year, I enjoy taking time to reflect on all that the 
Community House has accomplished. I fell in love 
with a beautiful building while sitting in the theater in 
1976. It was obvious that it had fallen into disrepair, 
but the magnificence of  the structure was evident. I 
remember saying to myself, “All that it needs is a little 
money and love.” I never imagined that those words 
would lead me and this building on such a magical 
journey.  
	  
The Community House is more than brick and 
mortar. It is a living thing, filled with students and 
performers who grow in strength and confidence through the arts. It has become a place where six of  the 
finest stage productions south of  Broadway, each with a three-week run, are presented every year. This is 

achieved through the efforts of  the talented designers, directors, 
and technicians who grew up at the Community House and 
returned later in life. The building is home to several local 
nonprofit organizations and the Spring Lake Public Library.  It is 
safe to say this place is overflowing with love. 

Theatre and Dance 
 

Our theatre and dance 
programs continue to thrive.  
We kicked off  our new 
season this summer with 
productions of  Hello, Dolly in 
July, and the Jersey Shore 
debut of  Roald Dahl’s Matilda 

the Musical in August.  Both shows were enormously successful, with 
lavish sets, lighting, costumes, and brilliant performers.  Tickets for 
Matilda were in such high demand that we added a performance to 
the end of  the run.   
	  

Cast of  Matilda the Musical

Sweeney Todd, 2019
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In October we presented Sweeney Todd to audiences that were shocked 
and exhilarated by the thrilling story and talented actors. This 
December will mark our 37th annual production of  Scrooge.  Scrooge is a 
holiday tradition for countless audience members and many of  the 
performers as well.  Due to the demand for tickets last year and a 
waitlist long enough to fill the theater, we have added a thirteenth show 
to this year’s run.  With a cast of  over 100 talented performers, it will 
be better than ever before. 

	 	 	 	      Support 

The Community House relies on the revenue from our theatrical productions and children’s programs to 
cover the expenses of  those programs plus the day to day cost of  running the building. This income, 
however, cannot cover the capital costs of  maintaining and improving a structure almost a century old. 
In the past, significant deferred maintenance had accumulated. In 2010 the Board of  Trustees reached 
out to you for financial help. Due to your generous response, we have made many improvements to the 
building and grounds.  These include a repainted theater, ivy removal and brick repointing on the 
building’s exterior, landscaping and exterior lighting, a handicap access ramp to both the theater and 
library, and an ADA compliant restroom on the theater level.  Most recently, we completed an update to 
the women’s restroom on the lower level, and we are finishing an upgrade to the fire safety system.  
However, our work is never done and the list of  remaining tasks suggested that the Community House 
take a bold new step.   
 

Development 

In October, the Board of  Trustees appointed Reid Henderson to the newly 
formed position of  Director of  Development.  He will be primarily responsible 
for creating, planning, and implementing the Community House’s long-term 
development plan.  Reid has been involved here as a performer since he was 
ten.   
	  
A graduate of  New York University’s Tisch School of  the Arts, Reid has 
worked as an actor in several regional theater productions.  He has directed 
numerous productions here, and now also works as the Theatre Arts teacher 
and director at St. Rose High School.  He will be a tremendous asset to the 
Community House and Theatre as we expand our development program.  

Reid understands the significance of  this building and organization, and has a passion to see it reach its 
full potential.  Speaking about his new position Reid said, “This 
place has given me countless opportunities to grow as an artist, 
teacher, and human being.  I look forward to taking an active 
role in ensuring the continued success of  the Community House 
so that it may inspire future artists and remain a cultural and 
historic fixture of  the Jersey Shore.” 

Looking Ahead to Future Projects 

The 100th Anniversary of  the Community House occurs in 
2023.  The Board is working to have the facility in ideal 
condition for that historic event. The major project for this year 
is to provide a “community room” for the Community House in 

Scrooge, 2018

The Brown Room at Christmastime

Reid Henderson



a newly renovated kitchen.  At present, we have no “break” room room at the Community House.  Full 
time staff  have lunch at their desks.  Students who spend long hours here in rehearsals and classes have 
been seen sitting on the staircase having meals or snacks.  The Community House kitchen was last 
remodeled in 1986 and, tactfully, it shows.  The plan is to remodel and update the kitchen to better serve 
parties and events and to include a community or eating and social space within it.  We believe such a 
space will help to enhance the community of  our Community House.  The preliminary cost estimate for 
this project is $85,000.   

 
A second worthwhile project is funding scholarships awarded to 
outstanding members of  the graduating theatre and dance classes.  
In addition to talent, attending classes, and performing in 
productions, each year’s recipients have demonstrated a commitment 
to the Community House by coming after school to help with sets, 
lights, sound, costumes, and teaching the younger students.  They are 
an integral part of  the daily life here.  A gift of  $1,000 will fund a 
scholarship for one year.  A capital gift of $25,000 will fund the 
$1,000 scholarships in perpetuity and can be named by the donor.   

	 	  
Thank You 

Thank you for attending our theatre productions and 
contributing to our children’s programs.  Thank you for 
supporting our Golf  Outing and highly successful 
Starlight Gala in September.  You are responsible for the 
fresh coats of  paint, the beautiful gardens surrounding the 
building, the newly upholstered 100-year-old sofas and 
chairs in the Brown Room, the new reception desk in the 
lobby, the cutting edge theatrical equipment, and so many 
other wonderful things. None of  this would happen 
without your help. You are an important part of  
everything we do here.  I hope you will continue to 
support this special place. Our slogan is: “There is Always 
Something Wonderful Happening Here”. Thanks to  
you and your support, this will always be true.  
	  
	  
From all of  us here at the Community House, I wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season full 
of  warmth, love, and joy. 

Dancers Prepare for the Spring Lake 
Tree Lighting

“Seventh Annual Starlight Gala a Success” 
 - Coast Star

Sincerely,  

Patricia Barry 
President / Executive Director for 
the Board of  Trustees


